Open Forum Report: Held October 18, 2007 The African Child Peace Initiative-Liberia

On the 18 of October 2007, an Open Forum organized by the education department of the African Child Peace Initiative-Liberia was held in Coffee Farm, Caldwell, a community few hours drive away from the central capital Monrovia in observance of the World Youth Democracy Day. 
Two days prior to the Forum, a communication was made to various schools and community dwellers, citing youths to this all important Two hours thought sharing and informative forum, to join the global network of democrats, including activists, practitioners, academics, policy makers, and founders, who have come together to develop new forms of cooperation to promote the development of democracy, under the Theme “Youth and Democracy in Liberia”.

The forum which was successfully held at the Caldwell Multi-Purpose Youth Peacebuilding Center, brought together over 35 participants including instructional staff from various schools and some youths from the Community Child Development Group known as the “Child Warfare Committee” base in Caldwell. It began with the national anthem as a song symbolizing “UNITY”, as proposed by the chief facilitator of the forum, Mr. Jarbah A. Jarbah, Coordinator for the Education Department, ACPI and embraced by all participants.
This forum which focused on democracy, civil responsibilities, governance and non-violence approach to settling grievances was seen as a necessity to the community as acknowledged by most participants, noting that the community has been noted for hostility. 
Throughout the forum, the culture of democratic practices was observed as participants set ground rules for themselves and serve as watch on each other. The relatively simple and friendly atmosphere was enjoyed throughout the discussion time as participants spoke openly on issues below:
· Discussing the meaning of Democracy,

· The importance of Democracy in Liberia

· How can we promote democracy in our communities?

· Meaning of Civic responsibility 

· Violence; avoidance and prevention

After deliberations on the items listed above students discussed some of their own experiences and instructors expressed their own gratitude; some of which are below. 

Andrew Tamba, a student from the CAR School told of his experience about his instructor who at a certain time ignored their democratic right when making decisions. To resolve this, the majority filed a complaint to the principal and resulted in his removal and after the class voted against him overwhelmingly.  This was actually democracy.
In search of democracy, participants were also warned against all violent approach to settling disputes and disagreements.

After few hours of discussion, a comment from the VP for administration for the ETMI School clearly encouraged students youths and participants put whatsoever they acquire from each other to put into action in their communities and personal life as democracy is at such important to the development of our society, for better life.    
Please find photo attached. 

